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Do we really reflect on the books/pictures we are using to teach our children about their own culture and that of othe
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: o Unit 15 ¥ * To read and produce visual text; For wisual literacy:
z Thinking * To interpret, use, appreciate, and create visual text. * Analyse perspective, colour, and wmsual clues,
n Q * Analyse imagery and symbolism;
— - For intercultural education: * Think about purpose of wisual composition
h = QUICK OVERVIEW OF PICTURES * To recognise similarities and differences among characters;
E * To be able to work with different points of view For intercultural education:
4 Creating HOME TO SCHOOL COMMUNITIES FROM NATIONAL TO * Undesstand how emeotions impact on  cultural
N oc INTERNATIONAL CULTURE Visual Text Analysis — Special Features understanding,
| E CRB 1 1 8 1 o~ L The visual text is about the representation of a group of human figures, mainly of children Ll ety aldbreal iR e GREREY (Rt e
I u z ';;iﬁ ~y %‘1 on a playground and also of two human figures that may be identified as adults. At a first . .
a — AT i glance the child figures seem spatially unorganised: they are playing and they are engaged in Visual Text Aﬂ“lyS‘S o SpeClal Features
: m n Multimedia 2 7 12 — several types of interaction. However, a closer look reveals that there is a tight organisation of This wsual tezt’s first impact may be the artificiality and warmth of colour of the sky (dark pink)
(W] [TT] [ & 'FE ki e the composition in what concerns characters and their relative positions. The visual texts and %ts contrast with the orange 6010‘711 of the .road. These colouss invite a reading that suggests
un = il % creates a central area for a child on a wheelchair in that this child figure is surrounded by this is not a real scene, but one that is symbolic
— — = children on all sides. The open horizontal arms of this character points to movement similar The mg1.n focus for the ey§ _15 the triangular shgge top 15&: that represents a mountm.n ?nd a
u z E T 3 Pe ) g 13 to that of birds and to the character behind it. This interaction may annul stereotypical woman in an off-centre posiion. The light is coming from tight to left as the shadows indicate
| ] o | z V interpretations that would read the characters wheelchair as a symbol of disability Interesting The triangular shape holds two identities at the same time, suggesting the idea of multiple
wi : (= ] About the picture 55 in this visual text is also the plurality and diversity of interactions and human communication identities. The hood of the weman's cloak unfolds to connect to the hills below in the shape of
~y : — represented. The ‘adult’ characters are represented in partnership with the child characters, hair that 15 pleated, suggesting an extension of the.w.oman into nature and weoe-versa )
: | o 9 4 cither kneeling down at their level (bottom right) or receiving a flower from one of the child The WOY_T‘QHJS face, upper body and hgnds are realistically portrayed, although she is placed in 2
S a n O a a : ‘a characters. The other adult character (top left) stands in a more pedagogical role: it is standing surrealistic context The pink space with clouds around the upper part of her body reinforces
: J z over two child characters, symbolising authority and domination. The hands on each child the armificiality of the background. She is holding a book m her hands, although she doss not
- 10 = 15 — character head points towards a mediating function and a conflict resolution attitude. Besides seem to be reading, ) : :
\!\ — A groups of interacting children, there are also child characters on their own: the child with a The.lower patt of her cloak opens up into a road.and htlls. The i book is mirrored by the
'fﬂi-’;‘f P i teddy bear, the child writing on a piece of paper, the child top right, walking behind a couple opening cloak The eloak could be opened by a wind blowing against it.
of others. On this playground these children compensate for lack of interactivity through There are cther wisual elemgnts.that are worth mentioning, such as the birds perked on the
other forms of mediation, namely the toy, writing, etc. The child characters have a common wotnan’s shoulders, 33_1f lookzmg.mto the bo.olg. and other c’naracters. and ob]ec!*.s strewn 2Rl the
identity — that of pupils in a playground, for instance — although they could be organized cloak/hills: dancing figures, chair, trees, buildings. These are not integmted into a meaningful
according to differences: ethnic, gender, ability, behaviour. They are further organised in an whole, there 16 a sense Of_ disjointed culturgl. slements that do not s.1r. sasily together, pethaps
I opposition of adult/ child, in group/individual, playing/fighting, talking/silent, etc. The zeptesenting cultures not lving comforably with each other. These visual elements could have
- - yellow background, which conveys optimism and energy, reinforces the positive aspects of flown from the bock and come slive on their own. The fact that there is a couple dancing down
DE CASA A ESCOLA COMUNIDADES DA CULTURA NACIONAL A diversity: the road and that this road flows diagonally frem top towards the wiewer could mean that they
INTERNACIONAL will disappear The traditional technique of narrow to broad is used to suggest movement of the
' ppear. T q oz
! o 1 Summary of Teaching Ideas el U
Analysing visual text in terms of similarities and differences of characters. -
Developing children’ creativity through analysis of the uses of text and image. Summar.y of TcaChln_g Idc_as o
2 7 12 Understanding how setting and action is represented in visual text. Analysm.g visual elements in its relative positions. ; ;
# : Analysing facial expression to understand feelings. Companng expectations to actual paying attention to wisual details
Adopting the point of view of another and a perspective on eventsImagining what might React.mg emottongl.ly L VIS_UQI c.lues.
—— Drrawing a mountain from imagination.
ppet. . p Researching about representations of mountains in different countres
3 8 13 Doing international research project
Book Summary or Contextual Information on Visual Text Book Summary or Contextual information on Visual Text
. . . G @bm § 5 2 This 15 a visual text by Slovenian illustrator Pelona Lovsin
This is a picture by Slovenian illustrator Polona Lovsin. She is a painter and a free-lance
4 9 B 14 ;"\“_ illustrator, having illustrated for several Slovenian picture books.
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