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Canine leishmaniosis caused by Leishmania infantum is a severe systemic disease, frequently fatal if untreated,
which occurs in the Mediterranean basin including Portugal.

In the Cova da Beira region (municipalities of Belmonte, Covilha and Fund&o) 568 dogs were analysed, by means of -
the direct agglutination test (DAT), 71 of which were seropositive. The sero- prevalence was of 12,5 %, suggesting the
existence of an additional endemic region in Portugal.

Forty-seven (70,15 %) of the 67 parishes that constitute the Cova da Beira region were studied and cases of infection
were detected in 24 (35,82 %) parishes.

No statistically significant differences (p > 0,05) were observed between male (14,29 %) and female (10,16 %)
seroprevalences, neither regarding the fur type (short, medium and long hair). The highest seroprevalence Was'
recorded in dogs of 5 and 6 years of age (30,23 % and 19, 05 %, respectively).

Risk factors for canine infection were age (5 and 6 years), the breeds Rotweiller and Epagneul Breton and the
presence of symptomatology. Only 28,17 % of the sero-positive animals had clinical signs of canine leishmaniosis.

Protections factors for infection were age (up to 2 years old) and animals those more time kept at home.
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