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ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Matjazr Ocepek (Chair)
Matjaz Scepek is a Senior Ressarch Fellow and the Head of the Mational Weterinary Institwte at the Weterinary
Faculty. He is engaged in development and implementation of the methods for diagnostics of oonoses. He
is also a Leader of several scientific prajects ard a Principal Investigator of ore of the mam researnch groups
at thee Weterinary Faculty. He has publishsed more than 120 original soentfic papers. He 5 a Memioer of the
Eurcpszan Society of Mycobacteriology, Intermmational Association for Paratuberculosis, Infermational Society
for Infectious Diseases and Slowvenian Microbiological Society (past-President) ard a Board Member of the
Eurcpzan College of Weterinary Microbeclogy. Sr. Res. Fell. Matjar Ocepek 5 the Hesd of the Haticnal
Wetormnary Institute. He is engaged in developmeent and implementation of the methods for diagrostics of

zoomnoses. He is also a Leader of several scientific progects ard one of tha main research growps at the

Wetormnary Faculty.
Jana A vbersek

Or. Jana Avberiek is a research associate at the Institute of Ficrobeckogy and Parasitology ak the Weterinary
Faculty, University of Ljubljana, and head of the Laboratory for Molecular Bacteriology at the same instibute.
Heer main research interests nchude molecular methods for detection of warious bacterial animal and zoomotc
pathogens, genatyping of bacteria by whole-genome sequencing (e.g. Salmonella sp.. STEL, Clostridicedes
difficile, Staphylocoocous psesdmntermedius) and genetic backgrowund of antimecrobdal resistance

Filip Boyen
DvM, Phl, Dipim. ECPHM (non-certified ), EEVS® Ewrcosan Specialist in Vetormary Miorobiology. Filip Boyen
abtamed his OWM and PhD at the Faculty of Weterinary Medicme, Ghent University, Belgum. His ressarch
addreszes different bacterial diseases in warious anemals soeces. with a recent focus on the use of FALDI-

TSF im diagraostics.
Darja Kusar

Research follow, BSc Bsology, PhD Microbickogy, Darja Kufar holds a PhD im microbickogy and is a ressarchar
at the Institute of Microbiology and Parasitology, Veterinary Faculty, University of Ljublana. She works in the
Laboratory for Molecular Bactenology. She is oxperienced i molecular dizgnastics ard typing of bactenal
pathogens, including dPCR and MGS

Rachel Marschang

PO Dr. med. vet. Daplomate, Eurcpean College of Yeterinary Microbiology and of the European College of
Foological Medcime in herpetological mediome. Consultant at Labokd;n im Bad Kissngen, Germany. Sdpunct
professar at the University of Hohenheim in Stuttgart. Editor-in-chiaef of the Journal of Herpsetologecal Medicine
and Surgery.

Tina Birs
Dr. Tima Pk, DML is a specialist at Maticnal Vetennary Institute, Veterinary Faculty, University of Liubljana.
She is the head of Instribute of Mecrobeology and Parastology and quality assurance manager. Har main mberast
i general bacteriological disgnostics in various animals species and she participates ;n several scientific

projecks.

Damien Thiry
Frafessor, DVM, FhD, Dupd ECYHM Dameen Thiry is Professor of YWeterinary Bacteriology at Lisge Uiniversity,
Exigium. He cotaired a PHD thesis on tha interactions betwesn suids ard hepatitis E venus inthe Yirology unit
of the FARAH Ressarch Center {Facuity of Veterimary Medicine, ULiege) in collaboration with the Scentific

Instriute of Public Health in Brussels (Soensana). Simultareously, be performeed a master degres in Weterinary
Fublic Health - Emerging Diseases. He is workng smoe 2004 im the Bacteriology team of the veterinary faculby.
He performed bwo post-doctoral research stays: one in Pasteur Institute (Pars) and a second one at KULsuwan
whore b developed a Galleria melicnella model of phage therapy against Kiebsiella pneumoniase. His main
research topecs are the study of arfimécrobasl resistamce, especially im Staphylocoocus aureus and
Enterobacteriazcas and the study of bacteriophages as potential treatment agamst bacternal infections.

Urska Zajc

Urtka £aic is & weterinarian amd works in the fiekd of veterinary micorcbiology at the Instrbuts of Microbeckogy
and Parasitology, Veterimary Faculty, University of Ljubljana. She conducts the diagnostics in the Laboratory
for especially dangerous bactonal diseases (BSL L She & expenenced in corventional and maoleoular
dizgnastics of bacterial pathogens.
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SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Prof. Bryan Markey {Chair)

Frofessor Bryan MMarkey M8, PhD, Dipl. ECWHM, MRCWS. Bryan Markey is Professor of Vetermnary Microbeol ogy
at the Dublim School of ‘Veterinary Medicineg in Ireland, where he heads up the Section of Veterinary
Fathobiclogy. He 5 a founding member and de facto dipbomate of the European College of Weterimary
Microbiclogy, currently servmg as President of ECYWHM. His research mierests incluede enzocotic abortion of
ewes, Johne's disgase and MMAESA infections in small animals. He has co-awthored a number of inbermational
books on veterinary mecrobeckogy, including Shnical Yeterinary Microbiclocgy and Weterimary Microbiokogy and
Microbial Disease.

Nicola Decaro

Dwk, PnD, Full Professor of Infectious Descases of Animals, EBVE® Ewopean Specialist ; Weterinary
Microbiclogy, Member of Eurapean College of Vetermary Microbickogy

Matjaz Ocepek (Chair)

Matpazr Oocepek is a Sercr Rescarch Fellow ard the Hesd of the National Vetormary Instiute at the Vebormary
Faculty. He & engaged in developrment and smiplermentaticn of the methods for disgnostics of zoonoses. He
5 alsc a Leader of several scentific prosects and a Prinogpal Investigator of one of the main research groups
at the Vebermary Faculty. He has published more tham 100 original scientific papers. He is a Member of the
Euraopean Society of Mycobactenology, International Association for Paratuberculosis, iInternational Society
for Infectiows Diseases and Slovenian Microbsological Society {past-President) and a Board Member of the
Eurapean College of Yeterinary Microbiology. Sr. Res. Fell. Matjaz Ocepek is the Head of the Matianal
Weterinary Institute. He & engaged in development ard implementation of the methods for dizgnostics of
Zoonases. He 5 also a Leader of several scientific projects and ore of the mam research groups at the
Yeterinary Faculty.

frerna Zdove

Professor of Vaterinary Microbiology at the Yeterimary Faculby, University of Ljublana. Shea s employad ak
tha Instiute of Microbiology and Parasitaology where she works as a clinical bacteriologist Her resaarch
nterests include methods for isclation of various fungal ard bacternial pathogens with an emphasis on the
research of multidrug-resistant bacterna (especually MRSE, MRSP and ESBL). At the Mational vebcrmary
mstitut sha heads wup Section on Bacterial Animal Diseases and she is responsibde for two Mational referencea
laboratories, NAEL for Listeria monccytogenes and MEL for antemiicrobial resistance.

LUirska Kufar

D Urikes Fuhar is a Research Feliow with a DY diploma ard a PhD in veterinary medicine at the Institwbe
of Micrabiclogy and FParasitology, Yeterinary Faculty, University of Lpubljana She is the head of the Virology
Deoartmant. head of the Mational Reference Laboratory for Caoripoxyvirnuses and hesd of the workina arcun
of MRLs at the Mational Weterinary Institwte. She s an expert in laboratory disgnostics of viral diseases n
anemals and works with cell culture techniques, serology, and modecular wirokogical techniques, with a focus
on next-generation seguancing and bécanfonmatics anakysis.

Patricia Alexandra Curadeo Quintas Dinis Poeta

Full Professor] Senior Researcher at Vetermary and Anima Ressarch Sentre, Associate Laboratory for
Animal and Vetermary Scence (CAL4Aremals) | Collaborator at LAGWY-REGULIMTE, EBVSS® Eurcpaan
Soacialist in Veterimary Microbioloov. Head of MionoART- Microbscloaw and Anticéotic Resistance Team
Head of Medical Mcrobeclogy Laboratory, Pressdent of the Soentific Commitiee, School of Agrarian and
Veterinary Sciences, Veterinary Scienoe Department
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Anette Loeffler

Graduated froem Munich, Germany, weternary schoal n 1994 and
subsequently worked ;m mixed practice im0 Cumbriaa She
completed a residency in weterinary dermatology and a PhD an
MRSA in compandon animals at the Royal Vetormary College. She
i= Professocr inm Veterinary Dormatology and  Cutamoous
Bacteriology at the RBYE amd dvides her time beteeoon
dermatology referral clinics at the RVC, teacheng and researche
Shig has an actve role m the referral hospital mfection controld and
antimicrobial guideline activities, co-authored the recent WawvD
climcal CONS SnNSLUS guidelnes o metFecillin-ressiang
staphwlococd in small animal practice and s currenthy Editor-in-
Chief of Vetermary Dermiatalogy.

THE IMPORTANCE OF STAPHYLOCOCC AND THE VETERINARY BURDEMN OF MRSP
Anette Loeffler
Royal Veterinary College, University of London, UK

Staphybococci have long been amongst the best known and most troublesomse bacterial pathogens in
hiwmian and weterinary madicome, partioularhy dus to their ability to become multdnug-resistant and adbere
to implants. Thres recenthy publshed systematic analyses show the burden of anfimecrobasl resistarce
(AMA) in bactenial pathogens. They identified 5. awews a5 ome af the three leading bacterial pathogens
for hurman deaths attributable bo and associated with droeg resstance globally, ard n the WHOS Euraopean
region during 208 and 5. avreus was also found ko be the leading bacterial cause of death in 125 countries
and globalty in imkdvidwals over 15 years of age also durng 2018 (Global Burden of Disease 20158,
Antimicrobial Resistance Collaborators ).

Although such data are mot currenthy available for veterinary medicine, staphylococcal mfections in
animals are consstently amongst the maost common bactenal nfectious diseases in companscn animal
and livestock medicine and thus lead to consscerable morbidity and antimicorobial prescribing. Multidrsg-
ressianos &5 2.9 N 5 peavdintermecius (MRSP) and biofilm formation amongst the coagulase-negatve
staphylooooci in intensve veterinary care setfings have become problematic and maroe many of the
meedical challenges in human mesdicine. FMolecular technigues have prossded new insights into the niche
adaptations of staphylococci, resistamce genes and virukence factors, but management of staphylococcal
diseazes remains difficult.

The swccess of MRBSF im small aremal settings is largely based on the ubiquity and surerval capacity of
staphylococci on body surfaces and in the snwronmaent and its ability to cause opportunistc infections
And while most staphylocoocal infections, mcluding MREEP infections. are not life-threatening ko the host,
rmaany are assocwated with chronic underlyng dissases and therefore reguire repeated or cngoing
treatmant. For skin, ear ard eye mfections, advances an treatment recommendations inrecent years have
focused largely on topical therapy and with good success. Howewver, for desper infections that require
systmmic therapy, treatment options are often substantially lmited due fo extenswe AMRE A
antimicrobeals assocated with higher toxiony and with ethical comcerns regarding thair usa in animals
{mfampicin, amikacin, chicramphanicol).

Significant knowledge gaps remam for dreg dossges and laboratory breakpoanis. Snd further insights
into host-factors of staphylocoocal infections and into the potential of harsesting competitree bacterial
flara for disease manasgement are needed. However, positive developments of a reduction in MRSP from
daogs following prescribing charges have beon seen, supporting the value of collaboration betsesn
clinicians, mecrobickogisis amd other stakeholders o limiting the threat from multidrosg -ressi=nk
staphylocooci while protecting them as waleabile surface colonesers.
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Canine parsowines type 2 (CPV-23 is the causative agent of an acwbe amd often fatal viral disease of
dosmestic dogs and wild carnivores. The cngmnal CPV-2 type, to date no longer circulating but still present
in some waccmnes, has been replaced by three anbgenic vanants, mamely CPY-Za, CPV-2b, and CPY-3c
Limited epidemickogical data are avallable for Secily, scutherm ltaky. To fill this gap, a molecular
epidemicdogical retrospective study was performed, testing for OFY-2 samples collected from domestic
dosgs i Sicily between 2019 and 202, Samples from 346 dogs with suspected infectious gastrombestnal
diseasze were tested by PCR for OFY-2 and other enteric wiral pathogens. Mear complete WF2 sequences
werre obtained from CPW-2 positive samples by Sanger sequencing. Seouence and phylogenetic analyses
wiera then performed. CPY-2 was detected ;m 230 (&8%) dogs, as a sngle viral agent (22%) or in co-
infecticn with cther viruses (8%). The ongmal CPY-2 bype (4%), OPY-23 (9%), CPV-Ib (8% and CPV-2c
[E9%) were detected. Simce 2019, the relatree proportion of CPY-2a3,0PV-2b varants decreased, while
CPY-Ic showed a proportional imcreasss in the last two years; the complete replacement of OPY-2 old
strairs by the Asan OFY-2c genetic mutant was observed, highlighting a possible higher fitness of this
clade. Phvlcgenetic analyses showed the co-crculation of CPY-2 variants and wiral transmission across
different regeons. The diffusion and transmission dynamics observed in an nsular Meditsrranean area of
southern Italy demonstrate the rapedly ewolving opidemioclogical scenario of OPW-2 and show the
importance of modecular survesllance to monitor wral spread.

PSD10 EMERGIMNG VIRUSES IN DOGS ILLEGALLY IMPORTED TO ITALY

PSDT DETECTION OF PANTROPIC CANINE COROMAVIRUS IN AUTOCHTHONOUS
ITALIAN ADULT DOGS
WITHORAWN

FED12 SERCEPIDEMICLOGICAL S5TUDY OF HEFATITIS E VIRUS (HEY) INFECTION IM

LARGE GAME AMIMALS IM THE CENTRE OF PORTLUGAL

Pires H.\, Matos M2, Cardoso L%, Lopas A.P.F, Fontes M.C.%, Pintado C.W4¥, Figuelra L.'¥, Matos

ACME, Masquits J AT, Coalho AC. B

Pefytechaic institute of Castelo Branco (PCR), Castelo Brance, Portugal

ICentre for the Ressarch and Technology of Agro-Environmental and Biclogical Sciences

(CITAB), Linfversity of Trés-cs-Montes & Alte Doure (UTAD), Vils Real Portugal

TAnimal and Veterinary Ressarch Centre (CECAV), UTAD, Vil Real Porfugal Associste

L aboratory for Animal and Veterinary Sciences (AL LARMAIS), Port

iCenire Research for Nafural Resources, Environment and Society (CERNAS-IPCE) Castelo

Branco, F!l:rrf'ugd.l'

SResesrcher af Q-RURAL - Quality of Life in the Rural World, IPCE, Castelo Branco,

SICBAS—School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, Porfo Uiniversity, Porto, Portugal
Ressarch Linit (EPILInit), inititute de Saide Poblics da Universidade do Porto,

Povte, Portugal

3l aboraldnio para & investigaclo integrativa & Transiacional sm Sadde Populacional (ITRY

Povte, Portugal

To better understand the epidemeclogy of the Hepatitis E virus (HEY) infection in large game anemals of
Central Portugal, a cross-sectional study was conducted from 2016 to 3025 in red deer and wild boar. The
coroprevalence and risk factors for HEY scropositivity were ovaluated. Antibodies against HEV weaere
determined by a commercial ELISA. Risk factors associated with seropositivity to HEW were mvestigated
by cosmiparineg the proportion between two risk groups using the Chi-sguare statstical best. In sera tested
from 50 game anemals (298 wild red deer and 152 wild boar), 9.7% red deer (95% O 6. 5-12.9%) and 1.7%
wild boar (958% Ol 0E-3. 0% ) were positive. Regardmg age, the seropositivty m juveniles was 1.5% (95%
Cl 0.27-5 72, and in adults was F2% (958% C- 4 3-10.11%). The odds of being seroposrres was 5.5 hegher

in red deer than in wild boar (958% O 22-12.7%) (o< 0.000) and the risk was 5.9 higher in adults than in
jreeniles (95% LI 1.72-18.0) (o = 0001, Both wild ungulstes were soposed to HEY. The higher
coroprevalence i red deer suggests that this species may hawe a major contribution to the ecology of
HEY in the Centre of Porbugal

PSDI3 MORE THAN A THOUSAND CATTLE HERDS HAVE ALREADY STARTED THE
VOLUNTARY PROGRAM FOR OBRTAINING THE BOVINE VIRAL DIARRHEA VIRUS (BYDV)
FREE STATUS IN SLOVEMIA IN 2023

., Hostnlk P.), cerne D.), Starl: )2, Hrovatin B.%, Maurer-Wernig J .
nstitute fov Microdiology and Parasitology. Virology LIWE Veterinary Facully, Lniversity of
L Slovenia
‘Chirwe Ffor Reproduction and Large Amimals-Chinie for reproduction, Velerinary Facuity.
Liriversity of Liuisjans, Sovenia
sAdministration of the Repubic of Slovenia for food salfely, veterinary and piant prolection,
Siovera




